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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 261 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 51 

 
By Raymond Finney 

 
Substituted for:  House Bill No. 479 

 
By Harry Brooks 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 21, 
relative to pupil transportation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF 
TENNESSEE: 

 
 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 21, 
is amended by adding the following language as a new, appropriately designated 
section: 

  § 49-6-21__. (a) Each LEA shall adopt policies and 
procedures for transportation of students that include policies and 
procedures concerning the exiting of a school bus by a student at a 
point other than the student's destination for the trip. Such policies 
and procedures shall at least require that a student whom a parent 
or guardian desires to exit a school bus at a destination other than 
the student's regular bus stop on the student's return bus route 
after dismissal of school shall provide the bus driver with a signed 
note from the parent or guardian informing the driver of the change 
in the student's bus stop for that day. The driver shall be required 
to turn the signed note over to the student's school principal or 
other school authority as soon as practicable after completion of 
the route. An LEA may adopt more stringent policies and 
procedures than the requirements of this subsection with respect to 
a student exiting the bus at a point other than the student's regular 
bus stop, including a policy that does not permit a student to exit at 
a point other than the student's regular bus stop. 

(b) Each LEA, prior to the beginning of each school year or 
upon hire of a school bus driver during the school year, shall 
assure that every school bus driver knows and understands the 
LEA's policies and procedures concerning transportation, 
including, but not limited to, bus drivers' responsibilities and duties 
with regard to a student exiting a bus at a point other than the 
student's destination for the trip. 

(c) No school bus driver shall require or permit a student to 
exit a bus in violation of the LEA's policies and procedures. 
However, nothing in this section shall prevent an LEA from 
adopting policies and procedures for management of unruly 
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students on school buses, including the ejection of a student when 
necessary for the safety of other student passengers or the bus 
driver, provided the driver secures the safety of that student for 
the uncompleted trip. The director of schools shall immediately 
review the fitness to drive of a school bus driver who permits or 
requires a student to exit a bus in violation of the LEA's policies 
and procedures.  

(d) A driver shall report to school authorities as soon as 
possible, but no later than the end of the route, any student 
refusing to obey the driver and exiting the bus without the driver's 
permission at a point other than the student's destination for that 
trip. 

 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, the public welfare 
requiring it. 
 
PASSED: May 16, 2007 

 
APPROVED this 30th day of  May 2007   

 
 


